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GWENDOL DENISE TAYLOR, et a * IN THE

Individnally and on behalf of a ' "" CIRCUIT COURT

Class af consumers similarly situated
¥ FOR

Plaintiffe,
* BALTIMORE CITY,

V.

¥ MARYLAND

WELLS FARGO HOME MORTGAGE, HC.,
¥ Case No.: 24-C-02-001635

Defendant. *

* & To# * e * L1 * * P ¥ tha *

ORDER PRELIMINARILY APPROVING SETTLEMENT, CERTIFVING CLASS FOR
SETTLEMENT PURPOSES AND APPROVING THY FORM, MANNER AND
ADMINISTRATION OF NOTICE v

Upon review and consideration of the Seitlement Agreement (the “Agroement”) dated

Jannary 22, 2010, relating to claims raised against Defendant Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. d/b/a

" Wells Fargo Home Mortgage (“Wells Fargo Bank®) i Taylor, et al. v. Walls Fargo Home
Mortgage, Case No. 24-C-02-001635 (filed on March 26, 2002) (hereinafter the “Action”), and 2
following a hearing on the proposed:

NOW, upon épplicatiun of Representative Plaintiffs Gwendol Taylor and Gail E.
Thompeon (collectively “Representative Plaintiffs™), and good canse appearing, THIS COURT
FINDS and ORDERS as follows:

;. The terms of the Agresment, and the Settlement provided for therein, are

preliminarily approved as fair, reasonable and adequate, subjet to further consideration thereaf
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at the Settlement Hearing described at Paragraph 17 of this Order.
2. The definitions set forth in the Agreement are heyaby mcorpofated by reference
into this Order.
3.  Forpuposa of hig Settlement, in accordance with the Agreement, and pursuant to
Rules 2-231(2) and 2-231(b) (3) of the Maryland Rules of Civil Procedure, the Court hereby
centifies the fullawing setflement class (“Class”):
All consurnexs on tha list of 14,211 transactions that Wells Fargo produced on or
about September 13, 2009, who entered into mortgage Joan transactions concerming
propesty located in Maryland where: (1) the Maortgage Broker is also identified as the
mortgage lender in the operative documents relating to the transaction; (2) the
Mortgage Broker received a finder’s fee as that term is defined m Md, Com. Law
Code Ann. §12-801(c); and (3) Wells Fargo funded the mortgage loan at geitlement.

Exclnded from the Settlement Class are all forraer and present directors, officers and
agents a5 well as all current employaes of Wells Fargo.

4. For Settlerent purposes only, the Court finds ag to the Class that:

g, The Class is 5o numerous that joinder of all members 18
impracticable;

b. There are questions of Iaw or fact common to the Clags;

c. The claims of the Representative Plaintiffi are typical of the elaims
of the Class that Representative Plaintiffa seek to certify; and

d. Representative Plaintiffs and their counsel fairly and adequately
will protect the interests of the Class.

The Court forther finds that:

a The questions of law or fact common 1o the members of the Class, and

2
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which gre relevant for Settlement purposes, predorninate over the questions affecting only

individual members; end

b. Certification of the Class is superior to other available methods for the fair

and efficient adjudication of this controversy.

5,  Forthe purpose ofthis preliminary approval and all matters relafing to the

Setilement, umii) frther order of the Court, Plsintiffs Gwando] Taylor and Gal E. Thompsan

shall be the Representatives of the Class and Representative Plaintiffs* counse] of record are

appointed es counse] for the Class. The law firms repregenting tha Class are:

Richard 8. Gordon

Benjamin H. Camey

QUINN, GORDON & WOLF, CHTD.
102 West Pennzylvania Avenne, Suite 402
Baltimore, Maryland 21204

Nevett Steole, Jr.

P.0. Box 128

211 Central Avenue
Glyndon, Maryland 21071

Phillip Robineon

CIVIL JUSTICE, INC.

520 West Fayette Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201

Richard 5. Gordon i3 hereby appointed as Lead Counsel for the Class.

6. Tilghman & Co., P.C., located in Birmingham, Alshame, is hereby appointed o

serye as Settlement Administrator.

7. Pursuant to the terms of paragraph 15(¢) of the Agreement, the Defendant is

hereby directad to preparc and provide 1o the Settlement Administrator a Class Member list

3
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withip, fourteen (14) calendar calendar days of the eotry of thig Order. Within thirty (30) calendar

days of the entry of this Order, pursuént to the procedures detailed in the Agreement, the

Setflement Administrator shall provide notios of this Scitlement and of the Settlement Hearing 10

411 Clags Members by mailing a copy of the Notice of Pendency of Class Action, Proposed
Sattlernent and Heariug (the “Class Notice™), by first class ai), substantially in the foom

mitached hereto as Exhibit 1.

8. The reasonable coats and expenses ofprinﬁ:nf, preparing and mailing the Class

Natice, and the reasonable costs and expenses of the Satﬂjant Administrator, and other relased

administrative expenses shall be bome as set forth in para aph 16 of the Agreement.

9. Prorto the hearing described in paragraph 17 herein, Plaintiffs’ counsel shall
serve and file 2 sworn stzternent of the Setflement Administratar evidencing compliance with the
pravisions of this Order concenning the mailing of the Class Notice.

10.  Notice in compliance with the provisious set forth in paragraph 7 ebove and the

- Agreement 1'&; hereby found ta be the best Notice pmeticablé undex the eircumatances, and
congtitutes due and sufficient notice of thig Ordor to all persons affected by and/or entitled to
participate in the Settlement, in full compliance with the Notice requirement of Rule 2-231 of the
Maryland Rules of Civil Pmcedutaﬂand due process.

11.  Aay Clasa Member wishing exclusion from|the Class shall mail & request far
eviclusion (“Request for Exclusion™ or “Opt-Out Form™) to|the Settlement Administrator,
pastmarked not later than thirty (30) days after the mailing|of the Notices end addressed to the
Settlement Administrator. Such request shall set forth: e name, address, and te]ephone mumber

4
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of the Class Member, and cantain the words “opt-out,” “exclusion,” or other words clearly
indicating an ntent not to perticipate in ﬂl:e Satflement. Requests for exclusion shall be deemed
to have been made in each and every capacity in which the person raquesting the exclusion is
acting. Any Class Member who does not properly and timely request exclusion shell be inchuded
in the élasa and shall be bound by any Final Tudgment entered in the Actions. The specific date
and deadline for requesting excluaion by a class member shall be set forth in the Notice.
12.  Within seven (7) business days fu]luw:'ﬁg the expiration of the last date for
requasﬁﬁg exclusion (the “Exelusion Date™), the Settlement Administrator shall:
a, Notify in writing Defendants’ counsel and Represen‘;aﬁva Plaintiffs’
comusel regarding the names of Class Members, if sny, who request exelusion;
b.  Filewith the Conrt a sworn statement listing all persons who have
submitted timely requests for exclasion; end |
e Provide copies of 111 Requests for Exclusion received by it to Defendants’
counsel and Representative Plaiﬁﬁffs’ counsel. The orginale of all Requests for
Exclusion shell be retained by the Settlement Administrator unles;s aad unsil such
originals are delivered to Representative Plaintiffs’ counse} following the Effective Date
of the Setflernent.
13.  To effectuate the Settlement aud the Notice provided for herein, the Settlerment
Administrator shall lease and maintain a post office box of adequate size. Notice to the Class
ghall designate said post office box for Requests for Rxclnsion and for all purposes of

communicating with the Setflement Adminigtrator. The Settlement Administrator shall be

5
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responsible for the receipt of all Reguests for Exclusion and other wriften communications from
Class Membets and shall preserve all such commuications nntil administration is complete o
pursuant to Order of the Court. All written communications received from Clags Members and
all written responses to inquiries by Class Memmbers relating to the Agreement and Settlement
shall be availabie at 2]l zeasonsble timen for inspection and copying by Defendant’s counse] and
Representative Plaintiffs’ counsel, subject to further Order of the Court if iesues of privilege or
eonfidentiality arise. Notice to Class Members shall designate the Settlement Administrator as
the person to whom Regquests for Exclusion shall be sent.

14, Inorderto be deeted a Class Member entitled to participate in the Setflement as
set forth in this Apreemert, in the svent that the Settlement is effected in nccardance with all of
the terme and conditions thereof, Class Members need not take any affirmative action, but shall
not opt-out of, or.reqﬁest exclusion from, the Settlement.

15.  All other events conteroplated under the Settlement Agreement 10 ocour after this
Order and before the bearing described in paragraph 17 shall be governed by the Apreement to
the extent not inconsigtent berewith. | |

16.  Response to amy class member opposition, memoranda in support of the
Settlement, petitions for attorneys® fees and reimbursement of expenses by Representative
Plaintiffs’ oounsel, and requests for any class repregentative awerd shall be filed with the Clerk
of the Court an or before Mareh __, 2010. |

17.  Ahesring (the “Settlement Hearing”) shall be held before the undersigned at

10:00 3.m. an April 14, 2010 in the Cireuit Court for Baltimore City, 111 North Calvert Street,

6
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Room____ Balt.imore, Waryland 21202, to consider the fairmess, reasonableness and adeguacy
of the proposed Settlement, the entry of any final Qrder or Tudgment in the case, patitions for
attorneys® fees and for reimburaement of expsnges by Representative Plaintiffs’ counsel, and
other related matters, This hearmg may be postponed, ﬁdj oumed or contimed by -C}rdcr of the
Court without further notice to the Class, _

18.  Any Class Member wﬁo does not opt-out of the Settlement may appesr at the
Sattlcrent Hearing in person or by counsal, if any appearance is filed and served 2= heroinafter
provided m the Notices, and will be heard to the extent allowed by the Court in support of orin
opposition to, the fajmess, reasopableness, and adegquacy of the proposed § ettlent; the |
requested award of attorneys” fees, and relmbursement of expensos; prnﬁded,, howaver, that no
person shall be permitted to intervene or otherwise he heard in opposition to the proposed
setilement, and, if approved, the judgment entered thereon, or 1o the requested award of
attomneys’ fres and reimbursement of expem;cs, and no papers or briefs submitted by any person
chall be accepted or considered by the Court unless, nﬁt later than thirty (30) days aftar the
mailing of the Notice, such person has:

8 Filed with the Cleck of the Court.a notice of such person’s intention o
intervene or otherwise appear together with a statement that indicates the basis for such
Intervention or opposition along with any supporting documentation;

b, Served copiea of such notice, statement and docume:ntaﬁon; together with
copies of any other papers or briefs that such person files with the Comzt, either in person

or by mail, upon Representative Plaintiffs’ counsel, and upon Defendant’s counsel; and

7
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c. Qtherwisc complied with the Settlernent Apgreement and Notice for
purposes of such hearing.

19. - K Final Approval of the Settlement is not graoted, or if tbe Setflement ig
terminated for any reason whatsoever, the Settlement and all proceedings hed in connection
therewith shell he withous prejudice to the status quo ante rights of the parties to the Action, 2nd
all Orders isgned pursuant to the Settlement shall be vacsied. In such an event, the Settlement

and all négoﬁaﬂons conceming it shall not be used or raferred to in these Actions for any purpose

whatzoever.

Dated: Ianuaryz_z, 2010.

LL . JUDGE JOHN M. GLYNN, Part 95 J

Sigmmreﬁmmm on Qriginal Decotment

e ———

/Hﬁﬁumble Joho M. Glypn
Circutt Court for Baltimors City, Maryland

- CaANK M. CONAWAY, CLERK
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